
 

The purpose of the Community Youth Development Program (C-YDP) is 

to educate youth on the functioning and operations of rural            

communities with the intent of inspiring youth to remain in or return 

to rural America and also to encourage rural adults to rethink       

investment in the youth in their community. 

Community-Youth Development Program 

What would you say to your community leaders about your                                      

community and this program? 

“Good job first of all because it’s a big role. Secondly I’d tell them, yeah you have a small community but 

you have bigger options available. What I mean is, you have students like us doing this program, if we did 

that more often with other kids, I think that maybe it would widen the school district, it would widen their 

opinions about what other people do. It wouldn’t give them a bad attitude, it wouldn't give them a bad   

judgment of what we come from, it would give them positive ideas about: ‘hey this is a small town, but it’s 

got a lot going for it’. I’d tell them thank you mainly because I don’t think I could be looking and learning as 

much as I have if it wasn’t for them.” 
 

 

From the youth: Name something you learned or something that 

changed after going through this program? 

“Working with people, I thought it would be difficult, but it’s not, it’s really fun, and 

you learn a lot. There are a lot of good people if you really get to know them, I    

didn’t know there were so many good people here.” 

 

“Just being with students you get used to that, but when you get to talk to the adults, 

they have a lot to share with you and they are actually really smart and you learn a 

lot.”  

 

“I had no idea that this place is so diverse, it has so much to offer here, for such a 

small town. I just thought it was a blob on the map.” 

 

“My attitude has changed and the way I greet people. I’d probably help more      

people.” 

 

“One thing I learned is patience, sometimes it takes a lot of time to help your     

customers and you have to have a lot of patience. You have to have good          

communication skills. You have to learn to adapt to your situation.” 


